








































The Restoration and Recreational Enhancement of 
Lake Marion & the Black Earth Creek Corridor Executive Summary 

a portion of the dyke. To create a variety 
of habitats, islands and wetlands can be 
c reated throughout the pond . The small 
pond could then be filled and provide an 
area for terrestrial habitat restoration . While 
this plan provides both aquatic features 
and enhanced park space, it would require 
a large supply of water , which would 
increase the cost and complexity of long 
term maintenance. 

The Wetland Park scenario almost completely 
eliminates the water features on the south 
end of the park and preserves only a small 
wetland. The wetland could be c reated in 
a portion of the large pond. The remaining 
portion of the large pond and the small pond 
can be filled in and utilized as park space. 
However, the groundwater is very deep and 
to create a self-sustaining wetland it would 
have to be excavated roughly 10 feet . It 
would be more feasible to create a shallow 
wetland and provide water from the same 
source that is supplying Lake Marion. Some 
options for the upland park area would be 
a community garden, picnic area, or natural 
habitat such as oak savannah and prairie 
restorations. 

The final planning scenari o creates the most 
upland park space by filling the ponds. This 
area could be kept open, or planted with 
canopy trees to provide shade and habitat. If 
a trace of the dykes are maintained it would 
provide a terrace down to a multi-purpose 
space that could be used as playing fields, 
event space or ice skating. Moreover, the 
marsh at the far south of the large pond could 
be extended to enhance the natural wetland 
and expand the wildlife habitat and nature 
observation opportunities. To complete this 
p lan, a significant volume of fill material is 
required for both ponds. 

Conclusion 
In the end, the Black Earth Creek Corridor 
and Lake Marion Park hold many possibilities 
for recreational, educational, and ecological 
enhancement. The removal of the dam 
provides the village and stakeholders a 

I I: Scenario B: Wetland Park. Drawn by Lauren Brown, 2010 
WRM Practicum. 

@North 

I J: Scenario C: Sunken Open Space . Drawn by Lauren 
Brown, 2010 WRM Practicum. 

prime opportunity to make improvements to the area. The 
community has shown strong dedication to the project. Lake 
Marion Park and BEC Corridor have the potential to be a 
significant destination drawing regional visitors to visit the BEC 
and Lake Marion area for a multitude of recreation opportunities. 
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UW-Madison 2010 WRM Report 
The information in thi s summary is available in more detail in the 
WRM report, The Restoration and Recreational Enhancement 
of Lake Marion and the Black Earth Creek Corridor, available 
at the Village of Mazomanie Village Office, Mazomanie Public 
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Library, or online at: ----:--~~~.-::r-r.::..-------, 

http://www.nelson.wisc.edu/docs/mazomanie_wrm2010.pdf 

Stakeholder Partnerships 
Local governments and organizations have been an integral 
part of sustaining and improving Lake Marion and the Black 
Earth Creek corridor. The following groups have been involved 
w ith the project: 

• Black Earth Creek Watershed Association 

• Friends of Lake Marion 

• Good Neighbor Committee 

• Southern WI Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

• Town of Mazomanie 

• Wisconsin River Sportsmen's Club 

• Wolf Run Association 

::!O tO WJ tE-r RHources M.JnJgt?ment Pr.lCtiCUnl 
N'!f'son lnst•tUil" for Envuonm~ntal Stud•cs 
Um'IN~•ty o f WISCOn"ln · M.ld•,on 

· • Village of Mazomanie I K: Cover of the 2010 Report on Lake Marion 

• UW Madison Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies and ~lack Earth Creek. Created by 2010 WRM 
Water Resources Management Practlcum. 

The interest of these groups will ensure that future projects 
to enhance Lake Marion and the Black Earth Creek corridor 
will receive the support they need to be successful and to 
enhance recreational opportunities for both local and regional 
stakeholders. 

Contact Information 

Wolf Run Association 
Scott Stokes, President 
106 Brodhead St. 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
P: (608) 795.457 4 
E: sstokes@chorus.net 

Village of Mazomanie 
Lowell Holcomb, President 
Sue Dietzen, Clerk 
133 Crescent St. 
P.O. Box 26 
Mazomanie, WI 53560 
P: (608) 795.2100 
E: sdietzen@villageofmazomanie.com 

Produced and paid for by the Wolf Run Association & the DNR River Planning Grant 
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Creation of a 501(c)(3) 

The mission statement of the Wolf Run Association is "to support the preservation, 
protection, and improvement of Lake Marion, the Lower Black Earth Creek, and its watershed, 
for the benefit of the general public. 

To educate and assist volunteer workers, landowners, resource users, youth, and the 
general public about the interrelationship of our waters, ground waters, soils, plants, animals, 
local and regional trails and people who share the ecosystem of the lower Black Earth Creek, 
and the effects of best science practices to improve and sustain the quality of life along the 
watershed. 

To develop and maintain the use of Lake Marion and the lower Black Earth Creek 
watershed area for multi use recreational and other healthy life style activities and trails that 
are complementary to enjoying, preserving, and protecting the ecosystem of the watershed 
and the economic well being of the area. 

To encourage and provide leadership to promote Mazomanie as a focal point for 
recreational use of the lower Black Earth Creek. 

To provide a collective forum for national, state, county and local governments, 
chambers of commerce, companion watershed and recreation trail groups, landowners and 
individual enthusiasts along the watershed and trails. 

To promote community growth and economic development designed to strengthen and 
expand the economic development and aesthetic value within the area." 

In order to accomplish this, the Wolf Run Association applied for a Federal 501(c)(3} 
status. This application has recently been approved by the Internal Revenue Service. 

Part ofthe mission ofthe Wolf Run Association is to be able to apply for grants that will 
enhance the Black Earth Creek Corridor and the land donated by the Wolf Family as well as to 
accept donations from generous contributors and allow them to do it in a tax deductible way. 
The Wolf Run Association will accept monetary donations, but according to a change in the 
bylaws, will not accept the donation of land. 
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Signage to Enhance the Black Earth Creek and Lake Marion areas 

Bradley Vowels was retained to design educational and informational signage along the 
proposed trail and to identify the history and habitat along the Black Earth Creek. To date, the 
Wolf Run Association has approved the concept plans for sign age to Lake Marion. It is our plan 
that the sign age will be installed when the trail is constructed after the Black Earth Creek dam is 
removed in the spring. 

Bradley will also be working with the Wolf Run Association to created signage along the 
Black Earth Creek corridor from the Village limits of Mazomanie to the Wisconsin Heights High 
School/Middle School. The plans for this sign age will be accomplished in the future when the 
trail is under construction. An example of the sign age that has been approved for the Lake 
Marion area is seen below. 
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Lake Marion was formed in 1855 
when the Chicago Milwaukee Railroad 

constructed a dam on the Black Earth 
Creek to supply power for the Lynch and 
Walker Feed and Flour Mill. Due to the 
dam's power. Mazomanie was one of the 
first communities in Wisconsin to receive 
electricity. During the 1870s through the 
1920s the lake was stocked regularly with 

fish and declared a fish refuge in 1939. During that time the lake was only one larger body of water. 
The Department of Natural Resources put forth an effort in the 1950s to develop a fish rearing station 
at Lake Marion. The lake was reshaped into three distinct ponds during this time. Due to the failure to 
establish a successful fish hatchery. however. the DNR sold the property to the Village of Mazomanie in 
1984. Shortly thereafter. the Wisconsin River Sportsmens Club helped to make improvements to the lake 
as a fishery and later added a fishing pier and picnic shelter. Today, Lake Marion is enjoyed by many for 
fishing, photography. birdwatching and large community events such as the annual Depot-to-Depot run. 
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D urtng tilt tlrlf 1t00t, ice was harvested at Lake Manon at usmg this tee house. 
The ice was Shipped to communr1iet around Mazomante and used tn taverns. 

meat maricttt. filling atatton coo lets and refrigerated railroad cars. ThiS ice house 
stood unlil the 19401 when tl was partly rebutlt tn downlown Mazomante 
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Ol810tM 
County Road KP, wtllch wa1 Unit mort titan 1 wade di rt path, ran along Lake 

Marton sedge Detore the lake was dredged by the ONR tn the 1960s. Ourtng 
lhtS ttme the lake was one larger body of water Sedimenl a1 the bottom of the 
take was dug up and used to create lawn areas around Lake Marion A thtek clay 
llnmg was adde<J dunng th" period to help the take more effecttvely hold water. 

N -A ---

<I!) Wisconsin Heights High School 

0 Rookies Food & Spirits 
® Black Earth Creek Dam Site 

@ School Section Bluff Prairie 

<&) Eva Wolf Conservancy 

@Old Feed M ill 

@Promenade Park 
<!:)Mazomanie Historic Society 

0 You are here 

ltOU llfJif,.. 
The Wolf Run 'hil runs from the Wisconsin Heights High 

School past Lake Marion along the Black Earth Creek to the Eva 
Wolf Conservancy. The trail eventually leads oi'M/ard to Downtown 
Mazomanie and to the Wisconsin River or Sauk City. 

lltOir&An'IO 
Up to the ••rly 1t501, Like Merion w11 atltl used to power the Lynch and Walker FHd Mill in 

downtown Mazmanee. Ounng that time the mill race ran through the village 1n a senes ot covered 
channels that fed the m•ll w1th a constant supply of water to turn the wheel Once Lake Manon 
was dredged '" the t960s by the ONR, 11 wH dW1ded into three separate ponds 10 be used as a hsh 
hllc~ry. The mill race was partially filled in, however, segments of 11 are now used to carry storm 
weter under the village stree1s 





Creation of a Trail to Enhance the Black Earth Creek 

In 2010, the Frank Wolf, Sr. family donated a piece of land, knows as the Eva Wolf 
Conservancy, or "Grandma's Park", to the Village of Mazomanie. This land is located adjacent 
to the location where the Black Earth, Spring Valley and Halfway Prairie Creek come together. 
This is one of the only pieces of land in the state that has never been tilled. It has always been 
used for feed. It was Eva Wolf's wish before she passed away that this piece of land be donated 
to the Village of Mazomanie and used for recreational purposes. 

Through the generosity of Fred Wolf, 60 +acre parcel of land adjacent to the Black Earth 
Creek on the south side of Highway 14 was also donated to locate a multi-use recreation trail. 

The land that was donated by Fred Wolf was surveyed, along with a small portion of 
land owned by Steve Schmitt, by Thom Grenlie, Surveyor. The final plan is to have the land 
donated by the Wolf family, the "Eva Wolf Conservancy", connected to the land donated by her 
son, Fred, and become part of a trail that would connect the Village of Mazomanie and the 
Wisconsin Heights High School/Middle School. This trail hopefully would also become part of 
the "Safe Routes to School" program to get children safely from the Village of Mazomanie to 
school. Further plans are to have the trail extend to the Village of Black Earth along the Black 
Earth Creek. 

The multi-use trail would extend along the Black Earth Creek corridor, through the land 
owned by the DNR to accommodate horses, snowmobiles, walking, running, bicycles, and also 
be ADA accessible. This trail would help to promote the Black Earth Creek corridor as a 
recreational area. 
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EVA WOLF CONSERVANCY 

"GRANDMA'S PARK" 

FRED WOLF'S LAND DONATION 
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